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(0) CHINA: EDUCATIONAL REFORM STIRS CONTROVERSY 



yP 8 ^ Summary 



China's educational establishment is in the 
middle of a highly complex and bitter debate over 
the function of education and how to reform the 
academic system. The stakes involved are high, 
including money, power, issues of policy and edu- 
cational philosophy, generational differences, and 
regional conflict. At the heart of the debate 
appears to be the attempt to apply to education the 
reform measures now being used in the economy and 
in research and development, including variants of 
the "responsibility system, - the 'commercializa- 
tion" of knowledge, and greater decentralization. 

Despite the highly charged debate, available 
evidence suggests that reformers will press ahead 
with many of these measures much as they did in the 
science and technology sector earlier this year. 
The educational reform document is now expected 
to be released sometime this summer. Big winners 
from the reforms ace likely to include major 
universities— especially those with strong tech- 
nical and engineering departments — and university 
administrators and faculties. Among the major 
losers will be the Ministry of Education and 
possibly small liberal arts and teaching colleges. 



****** 



( C/HP/WO/00) - - Educational Reform Document Stalled 

Educational reform has always been a highly 
controversial and politically charged topic in 
China. The educational establishment, was a favor- 
ite focus of Mao Zedong's scorn and ire during the 
1960s; attempts to reestablish a viable educational 
system have been high on Deng Xiaoping* s agenda 
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t£^W4 Debate Over the Role of Education 

One major issue is the role of education under the Pour 
Modernizations. The draft reform plan signals a shift in prior- 
ities from basic education to vocational training, according to 
recently available information. Fewer students would be admitted 
to upper-level middle school, especially in the countryside, but a 
much higher percentage of those who graduate from upper middle 
school would go on to college. 

Apparently a major issue of debate has been the role of 
education in the countryside. In the short term, many peasants 
have taken the view that not much education is necessary in order 
to make money. Some in the educational hierarchy, too, have ques- 
tioned the value of middle school education for farmers. This has 
led some Chinese officials to oppose the inclusion of provisions 
for mandatory education in the forthcoming education law, but the 
majority position seems to be that education will become increas- 
ingly important as farmers diversify into other fields and begin 
to apply modern techniques to farming. As a result, according to 
one source with access to this sort of information, a provision 
will be included in the reform plan and the educational law for 
nine years of mandatory schooling. 

{jflfiWE^ Decentralization 

Decentralization is another major issue of debate. The 
reform document would enshrine a -responsibility system" in which 
university presidents and faculty would have much more authority 
over budgetary, personnel, and curriculum decisions. 
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?K ly jL r f 8i ;! ents ,? f some 38 kev universities would be appointed bv 
the state Council under the plan, with others being appointed bv 

would elect vice presidents, and university presidents would have 
the power to appoint school deans* At least one reform advocate 
Professor Qian Weichang, is calling for the abSlitioS of the ' 

S;st2« a is e Soo a ?f^S Xanina ?i? n - , In Ms 0pinion ' th * «2-in«tion 
to aa?n f^m?Lf«2 iar J eSul S ing in ** n * talented students failing 
to gain admission. Qian advocates decentralization to the Drov- 
ince of responsibility for administering entrance exiSinatiSns? 

f ft «o llilltl of current reform proposals, however, reportedly 

«JfwlE. 9 "Jter university autonomy will exacerbate/rather than 
ameliorate, already serious problems of duplication of effort 
overspecialization, and waste of resources. * effort, 

Punding of Education 

These decentralization measures are closely linked with om- 
£?n?n?r5°^ C S2 ngl ?? fU ? ding for highlred^Stion: The 

5S2 J5S^°5« M,l ff ti 2 n (M0E) role woald be atastically curtailed, 
?h?n«?« ld dit ;S tly -SS na only 38 ke * universities. The remainder of 
2 «1J ? 0r 5, tha 2 900 insti tutions of higher education would have 

ittzitz S n ™5L f S°? pco T lncial and loca i governments and f?oS min- 
istries or major enterprises. HOB would be responsible, however 

SSnS^SLrS!!? 1 S d uc * tio ? al P° licv ' recommeSSing to'the stalk 
SSSJJ ?? for major appointments, and assuring such interagency 
coordination as the formation of the national educational £552?? 

the D^? ha !!ir^n2 r ? ayin9 student fees a ^o would be changed. In 
tne past, all students were supported by the government Onder th\> 

cifnv & ^ W0Uld ? S ^ hcee types of ^dents? Some? n elpe' he 
ctally those studying socially useful fields of limited marketabil- 

Jn^'«;° Uld , COntinUe to De funded bv the 8ta t*. They would likely 
«d S2!n?S?5? ? nd secondacv sch0 °l teachers, medical personnel^ 
and specialists in some technical fields, such as geology and 

tit state 97 * TheSe StUd€ntS W ° Uld conti ^e to be assigned jobs by 



Two new kinds of students would appear, however Some stu- 
dents would be funded under contract by factories? corporations 
research institutes, or other corporate sponsors? Sheir course' of 

L deter ! inea ft thGi? -Ponsor, andtSe°y r wo e u?d f 
studies 9 ?hf tlf^Z sponsoring unit upon completion of their 
5..S2 5 ? reforin document also reportedly calls- for privately 

fn2 d ff f ^^ tS - They would select ™" programs of JtSdy 

and find their own employment after graduation. 
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Funding also is changing the face of education at lower 
levels, especially in the countryside. The decline of collectives 
and communes has shrunk the funding base for rural primary and 
secondary education. When combined with the short-terra pattern of 
peasants withdrawing their children from school to maximize earn- 
ings, rural education has fallen on hard times. The reform 
document reportedly addresses this problem in two ways. Pirst, it 
mandates nine years of compulsory education, forcing local govern- 
ments to find means to fund it. Second, it includes measures for 
self-financed education or partial payment of tuition. 

Paradoxically/ one casualty of educational reform" may be the 
concept of elite "key schools," at least at the primary and 
secondary levels. According to a recent China Daily article, some • 
educators feel the attention and resources lavished on key schools 
in recent years have led to neglect of the majority*. The argument 
appears to be that, in the process of modernization, vast numbers 
of educated technicians will be necessary, and the concentration 
of resources on key schools is impeding their development. No 
plans for the abolition of key universities, however, seem to be 
in the works. On the contrary, the Ministry of Education will 
apparently devote more attention to their development. 

(Uj'mf" Control Over university Personnel Hatters 

Personnel matters are another controversial issue. The 
reform document is said to call for greater mobility for educa- 
tional personnel and will attempt to raise their prestige, pay, 
and perquisites. A promising beginning in this direction took 
* place on January 1, when primary and secondary school teachers 
received a raise. Despite the raise, ambitious youth see teaching 
careers generally as dead-end jobs, and teacher training colleges 
are having difficulties recruiting high-quality candidates. 

A major stumbling block to releasing the reform document has 
allegedly been the attempt to do away with lifetime employment. 
University teachers, especially those in their forties and early 
fifties, are afraid that their inability to undertake research 
during the Cultural Revolution has put them behind both their 
younger and older colleagues; they fear losing out in the compe- 
titive atmosphere encouraged by the reformers. 

[0/HP/tlO/OB) - Educational Philosophy: The "Jiaotong Model" 
Controversy 

The final major issue of debate is one of basic educational 
philosophy: Should the role of higher education continue to be 
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ti-^Sf 5° J :eachin 9 and research or should it be expanded to 
system of defined duties, measures for areafcer 

SSSS??^ en ? ine « in 9 favors it in competition fol outside 
uE«l i 5tS 0 Ed*£:;M ,l 2 t unlve J siti " ha ™ such advantages, 
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